Measurement of DNA-binding immunoglobulins in systemic lupus erythematosus.
A radioimmunoadsorbant assay for quantitating DNA antibody in the IgM, IgG, and IgA classes is described. The method was standardized allowing expression of results in absolute terms. Effects of rheumatoid factor on the results were investigated. The new assay was found to correlate well with the Farr assay for DNA antibody. Serum levels of DNA antibody in all three immunoglobulin classes reflected the degree of clinical activity of SLE.